DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
I have seen a great deal of the 250,000 refugees in Czecho-
slovakia, of whom about 15,000 are Jews, and have been dismayed
by the way the small Jewish group, containing a fair proportion
of comfortably situated people, contrived almost to monopolize
foreign attention, while the outer world never heard a word about
the young non-Jews, skilled workers and craftsmen, whom I would
have paid to go to our colonies, but who were stagnating in hope-
less desperation, without any prospect of emigration to a new
country or chance of beginning a new life.
I thought of these things on the evening I spent with Benno
Israelovitchsky, in that dance-bar where all the young Jews were
enjoying themselves. A very strange thing happened there. These
young men were of the type which, as Benno Israelovitchsky had
said, had helped to cause anti-Semitism in Berlin. Because he
had said that, I wondered that he himself spent so much time and
money in these places, behaved so ostentatiously. Was he any
different, I thought?
By chance I was able to answer that question. Benno Israelo-
vitchsky, having a little drink taken, was in high good humour,
danced with his friend, and, as he passed the violinist, slipped into
his hand what seemed to be money, a twenty or fifty kronen note.
The man bowed his thanks, unrolled it — and found a blank piece
of paper. It was Benno Israelovitchsky's little joke. As he came
waltzing round again the young man said quietly to him, cOnly a
Jew would do that*.
Immediately there was a fierce altercation. The manager
came and separated the two men. Benno Israelovitchsky went off
with him to his office. When he returned he said triumphantly,
Til show him. His contract is going to be terminated at the end
'of the month. "Only a Jew would do that.'5 And how often have I
given that fiddler fifty crowns?'
With the synagogues burning an hour away!
Benno Israelovitchsky often telephoned to me after that. I was
never at home. He may have wondered why.
A few days later I went to L., a Czechoslovak town hard against
the new German frontier, to see the refugees from the area seized
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